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1 Introduction 

1.1 Overview 

1.1.1 Western Power Distribution (WPD) is seeking consent to connect the consented 

Brechfa Forest West Wind Farm to an existing overhead line near Llandyfaelog. 

This project is hence referred to as the “Brechfa Forest Connection Project”.  The 

application for consent of the project is made through the development consent 

order (DCO) process. 

1.1.2 This Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) has been prepared to support 

this DCO application and will be submitted alongside a Transportation Assessment 

(TA).  This CTMP will be embedded within the eventual construction contractor 

documentation and will form an overarching and comprehensive management 

procedure for the contractor to adhere to.  Appendix 1 of this CTMP is a Public 

Rights of Way Management Strategy has been included. 

1.1.3 This CTMP details WPDs proposals for minimising disruption to existing users on 

the public highway network caused by construction of the project.  In common with 

the other documents prepared as part of the traffic and transport assessment 

operation and decommissioning impacts are not considered. 

1.1.4 The CTMP sets out the strategy and measures to be adopted subject to agreement 

with the Carmarthenshire County Council (CCC) as the local highway authority and 

Welsh Government (WG) as the strategic highway authority, with respect to 

highway and transportation issues for the project in order to: 

 facilitate the site access points and routes for the delivery of construction 

materials and equipment;  

 provide temporary access routes within the site working areas;  

 manage the impacts arising from temporary road closures that are required for 

various stages of the project, including the provision of diversion routes where 
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appropriate; 

 maintain communication with the local authorities and residents throughout 

construction activities; and  

 monitor the conditions of the highways surfaces. 

1.1.5 It is intended that this CTMP is a live document that will be updated and modified as 

agreed with the relevant highways authorities as the project progresses and as 

project details are clarified prior to the start of works on site.  The need to update 

the CTMP is essential to reflect such things as other developments in the area that 

may have a cumulative effect on the public highways network and the need to allow 

the eventual contractor flexibility in the way in which the connection is constructed. 

1.1.6 For further information on the Proposed Development consenting strategy this 

document should be read in conjunction with the TA and Planning Statement. 

1.1.7 The CTMP must be submitted to and approved by the relevant planning authority as 

a requirement of the DCO. WPD and its transport consultant Amec Foster Wheeler 

(AFW) have and continue to consult with CCC and WG and a statutory consultation 

process has also been undertaken.  The project shall be carried out in accordance 

with the CTMP and WPD will use all reasonable endeavours to ensure compliance 

with this document. 

1.1.8 All of the proposed construction routes in this document are within the county of 

Carmarthenshire or relate to the Welsh strategic road network and hence the 

responsibility of the Welsh Government. 

1.2 Proposed development 

1.2.1 The Brechfa Forest Connection Project has been developed over a number of years 

and is designed to connect the consented Brechfa Forest West Wind Farm to an 

existing overhead power line near Llandyfaelog, southern Carmarthenshire. 

1.2.2 The design of the connection has been developed through extensive discussion and 
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consultation with statutory consultees, public, local land owners and other interested 

parties and groups. 

1.2.3 The connection will require approximately 25.3km of 132,000 volt (132kV) 

overhead line (OHL) supported by wooden poles and approximately 3.3km of 

underground cable. 

1.2.4 Figures 1.1 to 1.3 set out the proposed scheme alignment including all proposed 

access points. 

1.3 Routing strategy  

1.3.1 The routeing strategy has been agreed with CCC and is detailed below and in the 

TA.  The proposed construction routes link haul roads to the Local Road Network 

(LRN) and to the Strategic Road Network (SRN).  The primary considerations for 

the routing strategy is: 

 to use shortest route from location of access points to the SRN; 

 as far as possible use A roads as a first priority, then B roads, then C roads 

and then unclassified roads; 

 where possible avoid single carriageway roads unless these provide direct 

access to a construction site; and  

 to avoid settlements and sensitive receptors to minimise impact on villages 

and towns and sensitive road users. 

1.3.2 The access routes to the accesses are set out in further detail below. 

Access points 1 to 6 – accessed from C2057 (Carmarthen Road) 

1.3.3 Access points 1 - 6 are served off the C2057, which runs between Llandyfaelog and 

Ferryside.  This road is a single carriageway road.  To the west of Llandyfaelog 

there is a junction with the A484.  The A484 provides access to Kidwelly and 

Carmarthen. 



 
 
 
 

Construction Traffic Management Plan 
 

10 

1.3.4 Within the vicinity of the accesses, the carriageway is approximately 5.5m wide, 

with grass verges and hedgerows on either side.  The road also passes through an 

area of woodland west of accesses 1, 2 and 3.  There are no streetlights present on 

the road and it is subject to the National Speed Limit (NSL) for the road type of 

60mph. The road is considered to be well maintained and of a good standard. 

Access point 7 - accessed from U2218  

1.3.5 Access point 7 is accessed from the U2218 which runs between the C2057 and the 

C2074 (Near Constant Farm).  This road is a narrow single carriageway road with 

passing places (informal) and is a rural road characterised with high hedges 

abutting the road.  The road provides access to five properties and is a through 

route so is likely used a ‘rat run’ for a small number of local residents. 

1.3.6 Within the vicinity of the accesses, the carriageway is approximately 3m wide, with 

a large verge to the south of the road prior to a bridge crossing of the Nant Morlais.  

To the north of the road there is a grass verge and hedgerow.  There are no 

streetlights present on the road and it is subject to the NSL for the road type of 

60mph.  The road is considered to be well maintained for a rural road and of a good 

standard between the C2057 and Access 7. 

Access Point 8, 9 and 17 – accessed from A484  

1.3.7 Access points 8 and 9 are served directly off the A484 which links Carmarthen to 

Kidwelly.  The road is a good standard single carriageway road.  The road does not 

have street lights in the vicinity of accesses 8 and 9 and is subject to the 50mph 

speed limit. 

1.3.8 Within the vicinity of accesses 8 and 9 the road is straight and crests the top of a 

gradient which limits forward visibility.  To the side of the road there is a small verge 

and then a large hedge. 

1.3.9 Within the vicinity of access 17 the road is straight and on a flat gradient.  To the 

side of the road on the west are a footpath, verge and hedge, while to the east there 
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is just a small verge and hedge.  There is a small streetlight on a telegraph pole 

near this access. 

Access Point 10 to 11 – accessed from U2220 

1.3.10 Access points 10 and 11 are served off the U2220 Lon Ceirw (Ceirw Lane) 

accessed from the A484 between Kidwelly and Carmarthen.  The U220 is a narrow, 

rural, single carriageway of approximately 2.5m in width, bordered by grass verges 

and hedgerows.  The road is subject to the NSL. 

Access Point 12 to 19 – accessed from C2074 

1.3.11 Access points 12 to 19 are served off the C2074 to the east of the A484 between 

Kidwelly and Carmarthen.  The road routes in a south-west to north-east alignment 

towards the small village of Bancycapel.  The road is narrow rural single 

carriageway, approximately 2.5m to 3m wide, subject to NSL, with small grass 

verges and hedgerows along both sides of the carriageway. 

Access points 20 to 21 – accessed from U2207 

1.3.12 Access points 20 and 21 are served off the U2207 to the west of the B4309 

between Llanelli and Carmarthen.  The road routes in a south-west to north-east 

alignment towards the small village of Bancycapel.  Prior to the village the road 

intersects with another unclassified road from the north, which serves access points 

20 and 21.  The road is narrow rural single carriageway, approximately 2.5m wide, 

subject to national speed limits, with small grass verges and hedgerows along both 

sides. 

Access point 22 – accessed from B4309  

1.3.13 Access point 22 is served directly off the B4309 approximately 500m north of the 

village of Bancycapel.  The B4309 is a single carriageway road, predominantly 

subject to national speed limit (changing to 30mph through villages), with grass 

verges and hedgerows along the edge of the carriageway and an approximate width 

of 5.5m. 
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Access point 23, 24, 25, 26– accessed from B4306 

1.3.14 Access points 23, 24, 25 and 26 are accessed from the B4306 to the east of the 

B4309, just north of Bancycapel.  Within the vicinity of the access points the B4306 

is a single carriageway road, subject to NSL with an approximate width of 5.5m.  

The carriageway has grass verges and hedgerows along both sides. 

Access point 27 – accessed from U2221 

1.3.15 Access point 27 is served off the U2221 to the West of Bancycapel.  The road is 

narrow rural single carriageway subject to the NSL, and has an approximate width 

of 2.2m, with grass verges and hedgerows on both sides.  North of Bryngorse Issa 

the road is private and not part of the local highways network. 

Access point 28 – accessed from U2201 

1.3.16 Access point 28 is served from the U2201 which routes north from the B4306, and 

connects with the C2071 located to the south of the A48.  The road is narrow rural 

single carriageway, which is approximately 2.8m wide.  Grass verges and 

hedgerows flank either side.  The road is subject to the NSL. 

Access points 29 to 33 – accessed from C2071 

1.3.17 Accesses 29, 30, 31, 32 and 33 are all accessed from the C2071, which routes 

north/south from the U2201, to the south to the A48.  The C2071 is a narrow, rural, 

single carriageway road which is approximately 3m wide and is subject the NSL.  

Hedgerow and verges flank the road on both sides. 

Access points 34, 35 – accessed from U2203 

1.3.18 Access points 34 and 35 are served from the U2203 which in turn is served from the 

C2071 to the east and Heol Bolahaul in Cwmffrwd to the west.  The U2203 is a 

narrow, rural, single carriageway rural lane which is approximately 2.5m wide and is 

subject to the NSL.  Hedgerows and verge lie in close proximity to both sides of the 

carriageway. 
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Access points 36 to 38 – accessed from U2169 

1.3.19 Access points 36 to 38 are served from the U2169 single carriageway road north of 

the A48.  The U2169 is a narrow, rural, single carriageway rural lane which is 

approximately 3m wide and is subject to the NSL.  Hedgerows and verge flank the 

carriageway on both sides. 

Access point 39 – accessed from C2071 

1.3.20 Access point 39 is served directly from the C2071 a single carriageway road which 

links east Carmarthen to Nantycaws and a junction with the A48.  This was the 

former trunk road out of Carmarthen before the construction of the A48 and is 

therefore of a high standard.  The road is subject to the NSL.  Near the site access 

the road is a three lane carriageway as the uphill direction has a crawler lane. 

Access points 40 to 42 – accessed from C2070 

1.3.21 Access points 40 to 42 are served from the C2070.  The C2070 road is a narrow, 

rural, single carriageway with widths between 2.2 and 3.0 metres, it is subject to the 

NSL and bound either side with grass verges and hedgerows.  

Access points 43 to 46 – accessed from W4488 

1.3.22 Access points 43 to 46 are served from the W4488 is a narrow rural single 

carriageway road north of the C2071.  The W4488 carriageway is between 2.2 and 

3.0 metres wide, subject to the NSL and bound either side by with grass verges and 

hedgerows. 

Access point 47 – accessed from B4300 

1.3.23 Access point 47 is served off a byway open to all traffic (BOAT) which runs from the 

B4300 south east.  The BOAT is a single carriageway of approximately 2.5m width, 

flanked by fencing on either side of the road and no significant verge.  
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Access points 48 and 49 – accessed from C2030 (Abergwili Road) 

1.3.24 Access points 48 and 49 are served off the C2030 Abergwili Road between 

Abergwili to the west and Carmarthen to the east.  Abergwili Road is approximately 

9m wide, single carriageway and subject to a 30mph speed limit.  The road has 

street lighting and at least one pedestrian footway at any part of its route. 

Access point 50 – accessed from A485 

1.3.25 Access point 50 is served off the A485 north of Carmarthen.  The A485 is a high 

standard single carriageway, which is approximately 9m wide and is subject to the 

NSL.  There is a pedestrian footway along one side of the carriageway.  No street 

lighting is present along the A485 near the location of the access. 

Access point 52 – accessed from U2095 

1.3.26 Access point 52 is served off the U2095 which routes in an east/west direction 

between the A485 and the U2094.  The U2095 is a narrow, rural, single 

carriageway rural road which is approximately 3m wide and is subject to the NSL.  

Hedgerows and verge flank the carriageway in close proximity. 

Access points 51, 53 and 54– accessed from U2094 

1.3.27 Access points 51, 53, and 54 are served from the U2094 which routes in a 

north/south direction.  The U2094 is a narrow, rural, single carriageway rural road 

which is approximately 3m wide and is subject to the NSL. Hedgerows and verge 

flank either side of the carriageway. 

Access points 55 to 56 – accessed from C2048 

1.3.28 Access points 55 and 56 are served off the C2048 to the west of the A485 near 

Peniel.  The road is a narrow, rural, single carriageway rural road and is 

approximately 2.5m wide.  Hedgerows and verge flank the carriageway on both 

sides.  The road is subject to the NSL. 
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Access points 57 to 60 – accessed from U2097 

1.3.29 Accesses 57, 58, 59 and 60 are served by the U2097 from the A485 which is 

located to the east.  The U2097 is a narrow, rural, single carriageway rural road 

which is approximately 2.5m wide and is subject to the NSL.  Hedgerow and verge 

flank the carriageway for the majority of its length. 

Access points 61 to 62 – accessed from U2098 

1.3.30 Accesses 61 and 62 are served by the U2098 which links to the A485 which is 

located to the east.  The U2098 is a narrow, rural, single carriageway rural road 

which routes east/west and is approximately 2.75m wide.  The road is subject to the 

NSL.  Hedgerow and verge flank the carriageway on both sides. 

Access points 63 to 65 – accessed of A485 

1.3.31 Accesses 63, 64 and 65 are served directly from the A485.  The A485 is a single 

carriageway which is approximately 9m wide and is of a high standard.  The road is 

subject to a 30mph speed limit through the section of road where the accesses are 

located. A pedestrian footway is located on the eastern side of the carriageway, 

there is however no street lighting in the immediate vicinity of the accesses. 

Access points 66 to 68 – accessed from U5550 

1.3.32 Accesses 66, 67 and 68 are served by the U5550 which routes east/west from the 

B4301 in the west to the A485 in the east.  The U5550 is a narrow, rural, single 

carriageway rural road which is approximately 3m wide and is subject to the NSL.  

Hedgerow and verge flank the carriageway on both sides. 

Access point 69 – accessed from U5551 

1.3.33 Access 69 is served by the U5551 which routes east/west from the B4301 in the 

west to the A485 in the east.  The U5551 is a narrow, rural, single carriageway lane 

which gives access to a number of residential dwellings in the eastern section of the 

road and agricultural land to the west of the road.  The U5551 is subject to the NSL 
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and is between 2.7 and 5.5m wide.  Hedgerow and verges flank the carriageway on 

both sides along the section of road through agricultural land where the access is 

located. 

Access points 70, 71 and 74 – accessed from B4301 

1.3.34 Accesses 70, 71 and 74 are accessed directly from the B4301 which routes 

north/south.  The B4301 is a single carriageway and is approximately 5.5m wide.  

The road is subject to the NSL and is flanked by verges on both sides of the 

carriageway. 

Access points 72 to 73 – accessed from U5552 

1.3.35 Accesses 72 and 73 are served by the U5552, which routes east/west from the 

B4301 situated to the east to the A485.  The U5552 is a narrow, rural, single 

carriageway lane which is approximately 2.8m wide and is subject to the NSL.  

Hedgerow and verge flank the carriageway on both sides along its length. 

Access points 75 to 76 – accessed from U5552 

1.3.36 Accesses 75 and 76 are served from the U5552 which routes west away from the 

B4301 to Llanpumsaint.  The U5552 is a narrow, rural, single carriageway road 

which is approximately 3.2m wide and is subject to the NSL. Hedgerow and verges 

flank the carriageway on both sides. 

Access point 77 – accessed from B4301 

1.3.37 Access 77 is served directly from the B4301 which routes in a north/south direction.  

The B4301 is a single carriageway, which is approximately 6m wide and is subject 

to a 50mph speed limit near the access location.  A pedestrian footway and street 

lighting are provided on the western side of the carriageway immediately north of 

the access.  The B4301 meets the A485 at a priority junction approximately 75m 

north of the access. 
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Access points 78 to 79 and 81 to 82 – accessed from A485 

1.3.38 Accesses 78, 79, 81 and 82 are served directly from the A485.  The A485 is a high 

quality single carriageway which is approximately 7.5m wide and is subject to a 

50mph speed limit past accesses 78 and 79, and subject to the NSL past accesses 

81 and 82.  Pedestrian footways are provided on the west of the carriageway past 

accesses 78 and 79 and on the east of the carriageway past accesses 81 and 82.  

No street lighting is present.  

Access point 80 – accessed from C1317 

1.3.39 Access 80 is served by the C1317 which routes east away from the A485.  The 

C1317 is a narrow, rural, single carriageway road which is approximately 4m wide 

and is subject to the NSL.  Hedgerow and verges flank the carriageway on both 

sides. 

Access point 83 – accessed from U5500 

1.3.40 Access 83 is located at the end of the public highway on the U5500, which routes 

west from the A485.  The U5500 is a narrow, rural, single carriageway road which is 

approximately 2.8m wide and is subject to the NSL.  Hedgerow and verges flank the 

carriageway on both sides. 

Access points 84 to 87 – accessed from A485 

1.3.41 Accesses 84 to 87 are served directly from the A485, which routes north /south. The 

A485 is a high standard single carriageway, which is approximately 6.5m wide and 

is subject to the NSL.  Pedestrian footways are provided on the eastern side of the 

carriageway past accesses 84, 86 and 87 and on the western side of the 

carriageway past access 85.  No street lighting is present. 

Access point 88 – accessed from U5502 

1.3.42 Access 88 is located at the end of the public highway and is served by the U5502 

which routes east from the A485 in Alltwalis.  The U5502 is a narrow, rural, single 
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carriageway road, which is approximately 2.7m wide and is subject to the NSL.  

Hedgerow is located at the side of the carriageway in close proximity. 

Access point 89 – accessed from U5501 

1.3.43 Access 89 is located at the end of the public highway and is served by the U5501 

which routes north east from the A485.  The U5501 is a narrow, rural, single 

carriageway road which is approximately 3m wide and is subject to the NSL.  

Hedgerow and verges flank the carriageway on both sides. 

Access point 90 – accessed from C1317 

1.3.44 Access 90 is served by the C1317 which routes east from the A485 towards the 

village of Brechfa.  The C1317 is a single track rural road which is approximately 4m 

wide and is subject to the NSL.  Hedgerow and verges flank the carriageway on 

both sides. 

Access Point 91 – accessed from B4300 

1.3.45 Access 91 is a pedestrian only access, which is served by an existing field gate 

located on the B4300. 

Access point 92 – accessed from showground access 

1.3.46 Access 92 is served by the showground access via a roundabout onto St Clears 

Road.  This road in turn accesses the A40 via a grade separated junction.  The A40 

is a dual carriageway and is part of the trunk road network.  The road is therefore of 

a high quality. 

1.3.47 Figure 1.4 to 1.6 set out the proposed access routes to the accesses.  Further 

details on access routes is set out in section 3. 

1.4 Mitigation measures 

1.4.1 The CTMP will set out the mitigation measures to reduce the impacts of the 

proposed development on the SRN, LRN, communities and environment and these 
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will be set out in detail below.  The plan considers the following elements in more 

detail: 

 preferred construction routes for HGV, LV and staff;  

 HGV traffic movement restrictions;  

 route signage; 

 working hours;  

 timing of deliveries;  

 the requirement for banksman at accesses; 

 vehicle wheel washing; 

 highway condition survey;  

 promotional material and communications;  

 coordination/emergency contact;  

 sustainable staff travel; and  

 the perpetration of a construction method statement. 
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2 Site access and traffic management  

2.1 Introduction 

2.1.1 As part of the project, access is required to construct the various elements of the 

Proposed Development.  This is proposed to be via the 92 accesses locations along 

the length of the route.  These accesses are varied in location, type, nature, size 

and whether they exist or not currently.  As such to understand the site accesses 

proposed on this project it is key to split the project into four distinct parts: 

 overhead Line South Section; 

 underground section;  

 overhead Line North Section; and   

 main Contractors Compound. 

2.1.2 The four sections have the following accesses: 

 overhead Line South Section - Access 1 to 47 (47 Accesses);  

 underground Section - Access 48 to 51 (4 Accesses);  

 overhead Line North Section – Accesses 52 – 91 (40 Accesses); and   

 main Contractors Compound – Access 92 (1 Access). 

2.1.3 The following section sets out the four elements of the project and describes the 

accesses proposed in detail. 

2.2 Overhead line section – south (accesses 1 to 46) 

2.2.1 Table 2.1 below sets out the details of the proposed accesses on the overhead line 

south section.  The table sets out the access number, the grid reference, the type of 

road the access is onto and whether it is a new access or a proposed new access.  

Where the access is existing, the access type is provided. Appendix 2 to this CTMP 
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includes all pro formers for all the vehicular accesses onto the local highways 

network. 

Table 2.1– Overhead line section accesses – south section  

Access Grid Reference Classification 
of Road 

Accessed  

Existing 
Access 

Existing Access Type 

1 SN 39993 11366 C2057 Yes Gated Field Access 

2 SN 40124 11404 C2057 Yes Gated Field Access 

3 SN 40227 11451 C2057 Yes Gated Field Access 

4 SN 40597 11624 C2057 Yes Farm/Private Road/  
Track Access 

5 SN 40676 11694 C2057 Yes  Gated Field Access 

6 SN 40785 11778 C2057 Yes Gated Field Access 

7 SN 40808 12191 U2218 Yes  Gated Field Access 

8 SN 41290 12259 A484 Yes Gated Field Access  

9 SN 41311 12501 A484 Yes  Gated Field Access 

10 SN 41538 12644 U2220 Yes Gated Field Access 

11 SN 41447 12705 U2220 Yes  Gated Field Access 

12 SN 41442 13472 C2074 Yes Gated Field Access 

13 SN 41724 13575 C2074 Yes  Gated Field Access 

14 SN 41775 13599 C2074 Yes  Gated Field Access 

15 SN 41883 13922 C2074 Yes  Gated Field Access 

16 SN 41885 13937 C2074 Yes  Gated Field Access 

17 SN 41276 14115 A484 Yes  Farm/Private Road/ 
Track Access 

18 SN 42214 14365 C2074 Yes Gated Field Access 
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Access Grid Reference Classification 
of Road 

Accessed  

Existing 
Access 

Existing Access Type 

19 SN 42324 14521 C2074 Yes  Gated Field Access 

20 SN 42247 14991 U2207 Yes  Gated Field Access 

21 SN 42721 15071 U2207 Yes Gated Field Access 

22 SN 42890 15563 B4309 Yes Farm/Private Road/  
Track Access 

23 SN 43359 15757 B4306 Yes Gated Field Access 

24 SN 43361 15762 B4306 Yes Gated Field Access 

25 SN 43468 15692 B4306 Yes Gated Field Access 

26 SN 43046 15958 B4306 Yes Farm/Private Road/  
Track Access 

27 SN 44330 16405 U2221 Yes Farm/Private Road /  
Track Access 

28 SN 44906 17212 U2201 Yes Gated Field Access 

29 SN 44770 17415 C2071 Yes Gated Field Access  

30 SN 44754 17474 C2071 Yes Gated Field Access 

31 SN 44718 17580 C2071 Yes  Gated Field Access 

32 SN 44556 17874 C2071 Yes  Gated Field Access 

33 SN 44437 18003 C2071 Yes  Gated Field Access 

34 SN 44123 18179 U2203 Yes  Gated Field Access 

35 SN 44153 18211 U2203 Yes  Gated Field Access 

36 SN 44154 18467 U2169 Yes  Gated Field Access 

37 SN 44121 18479 U2169 Yes  Gated Field Access 

38 SN 43993 18619 U2169 Yes  Gated Field Access 

39 SN 43834 18659 C2071 Yes  Gated Field Access 
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Access Grid Reference Classification 
of Road 

Accessed  

Existing 
Access 

Existing Access Type 

40 SN 43693 19010 C2070 Yes  Gated Field Access 

41 SN 43555 18980 C2070 Yes Gated Field Access 

42 SN 43686 19020 C2070 Yes  Gated Field Access 

43 SN 43352 

19031 

W4488 Yes Farm/Private Road/  
Track Access 

44 SN 43412 

19234 

W4488 Yes  Gated Field Access 

45 SN 43416 19406 W4488 Yes Gated Field Access 

46 SN 43309 19517 W4488 Yes  Farm/Private Road/  
Track Access 

47 SN 43566 19939 BOAT No  New Temporary Access 

 

2.3 Underground cable section – (Accesses 91, 48-51) 

2.3.1 Table 2.2 below sets out the details of the proposed accesses on the underground 

line section. 

Table 2.2 – Underground cable section 

Access Grid Reference Type of 
Road to 
Access 

Existing 
Access 

Existing Access Type  

91 SN 43393 20030 B4300 Yes Pedestrian 

48 SN 43464 21042 C2030 Yes Gated Field Access 

49 SN 43429 21053 C2030 Yes Gated Field Access 

50 SN 43218 22005 A485 Yes Farm/Private Road/ 
Track Access 
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Access Grid Reference Type of 
Road to 
Access 

Existing 
Access 

Existing Access Type  

51 SN 42916 22593 U2094 Yes Gated Field Access 

  

2.4 Overhead line section – North (accesses 52 to 90) 

2.4.1 Table 2.3 below sets out the details of the proposed accesses on the overhead line 

north section. 

Table 2.3 – Overhead line section accesses – north section 

Access Grid Reference Type of 
Road to 
Access 

Existing 
Access 

Existing Access Type 

52 SN 42863 22748 U2095 Yes Gated Field Access 

53 SN 42825 22778 U2094 Yes  Farm/Private Road/  
Track Access 

54 SN 42589 23373 U2094 Yes Farm/Private Road / 
Track Access 

55 SN 42877 23747 C2048 Yes Gated Field Access  

56 SN 42907 23776 C2048 Yes  Gated Field Access  

57 SN 42581 24506 U2097 No New Temporary Access  

58 SN 42745 24485 U2097 Yes  Gated Field Access  

59 SN 42753 24494 U2097 Yes  Gated Field Access  

60 SN 42742 24497 U2097 Yes  Farm/Private Road/  
Track Access 

61 SN 43521 25424 U2098 Yes Gated Field Access  

62 SN 43517 25451 U2098 Yes Gated Field Access  

63 SN 43711 25796 A485 Yes Farm/Private Road/  
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Access Grid Reference Type of 
Road to 
Access 

Existing 
Access 

Existing Access Type 

Track Access 

64 SN 43733 25950 A485 Yes Gated Field Access 

65 SN 43754 26065 A485 Yes Gated Field Access 

66 SN 43265 26265 U5550 Yes Gated Field Access 

67 SN 43573 26296 U5550 Yes  Gated Field Access  

68 SN 43216 26488 U5550 Yes Gated Field Access  

69 SN 43538 27144 U5551 Yes  Gated Field Access 

70 SN 43501 27282 B4301 No New Temporary Access 

71 SN 43546 27408 B4301 No New Temporary Access  

72 SN 43870 27529 U5552 Yes  Gated Field Access 

73 SN 43872 27538 U5552 Yes  Gated Field Access 

74 SN 43652 27648 B4301 Yes Farm/Private Road/  
Track Access 

75 SN 43588 27708 U5552 Yes Gated Field Access 

76 SN 43304 27961 U5552 Yes Farm/Private Road/  
Track Access 

77 SN 44135 28254 B4301 Yes  Gated Field Access  

78 SN 44259 28619 A485 Yes Farm/Private Road/ 
Track Access 

79 SN 44312 28856 A485 Yes Gated Field Access 

80 SN 44308 29249 C1317 Yes Gated Field Access  

81 SN 44348 29416 A485 Yes Gated Field Access 

82 SN 44329 29544 A485 Yes Gated Field Access 

83 SN 44076 30220 U5500 Yes Farm/Private Road/ 
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Access Grid Reference Type of 
Road to 
Access 

Existing 
Access 

Existing Access Type 

Track Access 

84 SN 44326 30281 A485 Yes  Farm/Private Road/ 
Track Access 

85 SN 44374 30927 A485 Yes Gated Field Access 

86 SN 44406 30993 A485 Yes Gated Field Access 

87 SN 44446 31161 A485 Yes  Farm/Private Road/ 
Track Access 

88 SN 45052 31513 U5502 Yes Farm/Private Road/ 
Track Access 

89 SN 45796 31211 U5501 Yes Farm/Private Road/ 
Track Access 

90 SN 46349 29444 C1317 Yes Farm/Private Road/ 
Track Access 

2.5 Main contractors compound – (access 92) 

2.5.1 Table 2.4 below sets out the details of the proposed access for the main 

contractor’s compound which is located at the Carmarthen Showground. 

Table 2.4 – Underground line section 

Access Grid Reference Type of 
Road to 
Access 

Existing 
Access 

Existing Access Type 

92 SN 37953 19103 U Yes Farm/Private Road/ 
Track Access 

 

2.6 Access types 

2.6.1 The following section sets out the types of accesses as described in tables 2.1 to 
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2.4 above. 

Proposed new temporary construction accesses 

2.6.2 As set out in tables 2.1 to 2.4; there are four locations where a new access is 

required.  These are at access reference numbers 47, 57, 70 and 71. 

2.6.3 These four access locations are onto the CCC highway network and as such 

consultation with CCC was undertaken as to the requirements for these accesses.  

With low traffic numbers predicted at the access locations, it was agreed that each 

of these new temporary construction accesses should be provided to the 

specifications of CCC agricultural access standard as shown in figure 2.1. 

 Figure 2.1 – Carmarthenshire Councty Councils agricultural access layout 

specification  

 

Existing accesses – farm/private road/track accesses  

2.6.4 For the existing accesses set out in Tables 2.1 to 2.4 above it is proposed to use 

existing private road or access tracks to provide access to pole locations.  These 
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private access roads or tracks have been assessed with regard to their suitability for 

safe use from and onto the public highway and onward to the pole locations. 

2.6.5 Many of these accesses will require widening and some accommodation works may 

need to be implemented.  Further details of this are included later in this report. 

Existing accesses – gated field accesses 

2.6.6 For the existing accesses set out in Tables 2.1 to 2.4 above it is proposed to use 

the existing field gates to access the pole locations.  These existing field gate 

accesses have been assessed with regards to their suitability for safe use from and 

onto the public highway and onward to the pole locations.  

2.6.7 Many of these accesses will require widening and some accommodation works may 

need to be implemented.  Further details of this are included later in this report. 

Pedestrian access 

2.6.8 There is one proposed pedestrian access, which is set out in Table 2.2; this access 

is located in the underground cable section.  An existing gated field access located 

on the B4300 will be used to access the work site.  Access for pedestrians is only 

required in this location as staff may need to walk down from access 47 into the 

field to check on the directional drilling under the river.  This will only require staff on 

foot carrying hand held equipment. 

2.7 Management of accesses  

2.7.1 With the definition of the differing types of accesses set out above it is important to 

set out how accesses will be managed to ensure these operate in a safe manner. 

2.7.2 As set out in section 2.8.8 below the key improvement to be made to several 

accesses will be to provide improved visibility splays.  CCC highways officers have 

provided detailed comments on each access proposed and this informed the need 

for visibility improvement.  The strategy agreed with CCC is to provide these 

improvements on the high speed A and B roads where current accesses have 
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substandard visibility.  There are other constrained accesses on the rural C and 

U Roads that have sub-standard visibility.  However WPD has agreed with CCC 

that because predicted construction traffic flows are low other traffic management 

schemes could be implemented. 

2.8 Local highway issues and constraints 

2.8.1 Site audits have been undertaken of the proposed construction routes and access 

points to the OHL.  Issues and constraints on the network have been considered 

under the following: 

 height restrictions;  

 weight restrictions;  

 road classification;  

 road layout;  

 traffic calming measures;  

 sensitive receptors (such as schools, areas of high pedestrian movements);  

 visibility constraints;  

 restricted access;  

 speed limits and traffic speeds;  

 junctions at or near capacity during peak periods;  

 gradients;  

 public Rights of Way (PRoW).  

2.8.2 These are proposed to be managed as follows. 

Height restrictions/weight restrictions 

2.8.3 None has been identified on routes that are proposed to be used by anticipated 
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Proposed Development traffic. 

Road classification  

2.8.4 The routes to site have been assessed on the principle that the construction 

vehicles use the major highways network (A and B Roads) for as long as possible 

before joining smaller roads to access the site. 

Road layout 

2.8.5 The routes to site have been assessed on the principle that the construction 

vehicles avoid any particularly sensitive junctions in the local area and areas where 

road layout may be an issue. 

Traffic calming measures  

2.8.6 The routes to site have been assessed on the principle that the construction 

vehicles avoid any areas where traffic calming measures have been implemented 

as this would highlight a likely sensitive area of the local highways network.  In 

some locations vehicles are required to travel through villages where speed 

reductions from the NSL have been implemented but this is generally on the 

A484/A485 and these roads are capable of accommodating the traffic. 

Sensitive receptors 

2.8.7 Access route have been developed, as far as possible to avoid passing sensitive 

receptors.  For example routing along the U5551 from the west past numerous 

properties when a longer route can be used which leads traffic to the access (69) 

without passing as many properties.  Further examples of this are set out on the 

route to access 68 (avoiding Pentremawr Farm) and accesses 48/49 (avoiding the 

need to travel through north Carmarthen and Tanerdy) and Accesses 37-39 

(avoiding the need to pass through Nantycaws). 

Visibility constraints  

2.8.8 In discussion with CCC several accesses were identified as requiring visibility 
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improvements, these include accesses – 1,5,8,9,39,42,52,73,75 and the four 

proposed new agriculture accesses.  These improvements have been agreed and 

included within the order limits of the DCO.  In some locations due to existing 

constraints, improvements cannot be provided to the relevant DRMB standards.  It 

has however been agreed with officers at CCC that given the low level of 

construction traffic associated with the development that improvements to visibility 

would be of a benefit to users of the road and Proposed Development construction 

traffic. 

Restricted accesses 

2.8.9 In discussion with CCC several accesses were identified potentially being too small 

to accommodate the proposed design vehicles.  These accesses are locations 

where there are currently small gates into a field or where the access is over grown 

and has been unused for some time. 

2.8.10 To address this DCO submission order limits includes for a 5m wide corridor for the 

access.  This should address any concerns related to restricted accesses as these 

gates/accesses can be widened to accommodate vehicles into a 5m wide access 

from the local highways network.  

Speed limits and traffic speeds  

2.8.11 As part of this CTMP all vehicles used on the project will be required to stay well 

below the speed limits on the routes used for access to the sites and compounds.  

All drivers will be briefed upon the WPD environmental policy and supplied with a 

driver information pack highlighting all of the various route limitations. 

Junctions at or near capacity in peak periods 

2.8.12 During non-statutory consultation the WG and SWTRA noted that some of the key 

junctions around Carmarthen on the A48 (A48/4 and A40/A4242) currently 

experience some minor peak capacity issues with associated queue and delay.  

These junctions would experience some low level and short term increases in traffic 
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due to the development.  The majority of the trips would be outside the peak hour 

and although there levels vary throughout the construction period, remain at a low 

level.  Based upon this evidence, it has been agreed with the impact of the 

development upon these junctions is considered as not significant. 

2.8.13 During consultation with CCC no junctions were identified on the local highway 

network as being at or near capacity in peak periods.  The traffic generation of the 

Proposed Development set out in the TA.  This indicates that traffic flows are 

anticipated to be low with no discernible peak throughout the day.  As such, the 

impact of the traffic generated from the Proposed Development it is considered that 

this would be not significant in capacity terms and no further action is required. 

Gradients  

2.8.14 During route selection for the proposed routes to site, gradient was considered and 

roads with steep gradients were in the main avoided as far as possible to avoid any 

undue effects of slow vehicles on the highways network.  This is for example why 

the accesses 51 to 59 are accessed from the west rather than the east 

(via Bronwydd).  From the east numerous small C and U classified roads have 

significant gradients on and this combined with other factors means that it was not 

appropriate to route vehicle from the east. 

2.8.15 The remaining routes that have been identified do not have any significant gradients 

and are all below a gradient of 1:7 (14%). 

PRoWs  

2.8.16 A PRoW management strategy has been prepared as Appendix 1 to this CTMP.  

This strategy sets out in detail the impacts of the proposals on PRoW and the 

mitigation that is required. 

Summary 

2.8.17 The review above sets out that the consideration of a number of factors has helped 

inform the proposed route to site and the location and form of the accesses onto the 
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local highways network.  This has resulted in direct, appropriate and manageable 

route to site which should not experience a significant increase in traffic and only 

experience this for a temporary period. 

2.8.18 The routes chosen to be used to access the development are all currently at a 

standard to cope with the minor increases in traffic levels over the short term of the 

construction program.  A realistic and pragmatic approach has been used to 

develop the proposed access routes using the highest standard roads available for 

the majority of the journey.  The use of these routes will be incorporated into the 

contractors information provided by WPD and will be enforced through contractual 

arrangements. 

2.9 Vehicle classification  

2.9.1 A number of vehicles will be used for the construction and delivery of the OHL and 

underground cable.  Table 2.5 below identifies the vehicles that will be used as part 

of the construction programme. 

Table 2.5 – Typical Construction Vehicle Classification    

Light (LVs) Heavy (HGVs) 

Minibus Crane 

Car Concrete Mixers 

Transit Type Van 2 or 3 axle truck with HIAB 

4 x 4 Flatbed HGVs 

Towed Elements Articulated HGVs 

Mini HIAB  

Tractor  

Excavator  

All-Terrain Vehicles (ATVs)  
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2.9.2 The vehicles above will be used for a variety of purposes on the project as set out 

below. 

Light vehicles 

Minibus/car 

2.9.3 Used to transport staff to and from overnight accommodation, compounds and work 

sites. 

Transit type van 

2.9.4 Transit Van type vehicles will be used to move staff.  They are to be used by 

numerous teams across the project.  They are capable of transporting not only staff 

but much of the equipment that will be need to construction the project.  Typically a 

Transit van would be used to transport line survey teams, forestry works teams, 

access accommodation works teams, OHL and underground cable civil works 

teams and workers related to the diversions of services.  

4 x 4 and ATVs 

2.9.5 These vehicles are required at some sites where surveys or visits are required by a 

small number of staff but where ground conditions may not be appropriate for 

smaller or larger vehicles.  All Terrain Vehicles (ATVs) will also be used as part of 

the OHL conductoring process. 

Mini HIAB 

2.9.6 Mini HIABS’s will be used on the project to deliver various materials (such as poles, 

geogrid, stone) to site from the main compounds and will predominately used at 

locations which cannot accommodate HGVs and in general by the OHL and 

underground cable civil workers and in the access accommodation works. 

Towed elements and tractors 

2.9.7 There are various pieces of equipment such as a drum jack, winch and cable drum 
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trailer that need to be towed to and from sites on work days.  These will be towed in 

the main by a trailer tractor, much like a standard farm tractor.  

Excavators 

2.9.8 This will be predominately used as plant for the works on the OHL and underground 

cable sections and at times may need to use the public highway to travel short 

distances between sites. 

Heavy Vehicles 

Crane 

2.9.9 A large HGV crane will be required on the underground cable section as part of the 

civil works.  This will be sourced from a local supplier and will not generate 

significant amounts of movements.  No large HGV cranes are required on the OHL 

section. 

Flatbeds HGVs and 20 tonne HGVs (Stone wagons) 

2.9.10 These vehicles are required primarily for the conveyance of materials to the main 

and underground compounds.  Materials such as stone, trackway, cable ducts, 

sand/limestone dust, and other materials, plant and tools required on the job will all 

have to initially be brought into compounds or in some cases (such as stone and 

plant) direct to the site. 

Concrete mixers 

2.9.11 Concrete is only required on the project for the construction of the joint boxes and 

therefore these vehicle will only be used on the network around accesses 47 to 51.  

Summary 

2.9.12 For further details on the types of construction vehicles (including photographs) 

required on the project refer to the Construction Management Strategy (CMS) 

(Volume 8.5) submitted with the DCO application. 
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2.9.13 Due to the nature of typical farmland pasture ground conditions along the majority of 

the proposed route, the predominant form of access envisaged is that of vehicles 

with low bearing pressure tyres or with rubber tracks.  These vehicles will in the 

main be used for site specific pole delivery, erection and stringing operations. 

2.9.14 For details on the development of the methodology for calculating the traffic flows 

related to the Proposed Development please refer to the TA (Volume 8.8) produced 

to support the DCO. 

2.10 Accesses 

2.10.1 Patching or upgrading of existing accesses can be carried out as required on a site 

by site basis.  Typically a team with a crew bus and a mini digger (JCB or similar), 

would prepare the accesses including levelling accesses and removing overgrown 

shrubbery and vegetation. 

2.10.2 The CMS identifies that trackway (metal or plastic interlocking roadway panels) may 

be required at accesses 48, 49, 50 and 82.  This will need to be installed over the 

existing access or used to form new access to the site working areas for the 

duration of operations.  This trackway is required at the four accesses set out above 

because they may experience heavy vehicles movements and wetter ground 

conditions are present (three of the accesses are onto the floodplain around the 

River Towy in the Underground cable section).  Using trackway ground can be 

protected and disruption minimised. 

2.10.3 A team, usually specialist subcontractors using a 2 or 3 axle truck with HIAB, is 

generally used for installation and for subsequent removal of these interlocking 

roadway panels.  Trackway is delivered directly to site by HGVs.  

2.10.4 For further details on the access designs and proposals please refer to the TA 

provided to support this DCO submission.  

2.11 Construction vehicle routing to access locations 

2.11.1 Figures 1.4 to 1.6 highlight the access routes that will be used for vehicles wishing 
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to access the development.  These routes have been agreed as the most 

appropriate access routes with both CCC and WG. 

2.12 PRoW management plan  

2.12.1 A PRoW Management Strategy has been produced as appendix 1 to this CTMP 

which provides detail on how the PRoW crossings will be managed.  This PRoW 

management plan should be adhered to at all times during construction activities.  If 

the contractor wishes to alter the strategy this can only be done in full consultation 

with relevant statutory authority. 

2.12.2 Appropriate PRoW officers will be consulted and diversions agreed with enough 

noticed to make users aware of any changes. 

2.13 Scaffolding 

2.13.1 Protection of crossings will be necessary for stringing works.  The level of protection 

required at crossings depends on the nature of the crossing and the frequency of 

use in the case of crossing of transport routes. 

2.13.2 It is understood that where sufficient safety clearance cannot be achieved, all 

existing low voltage power lines currently crossing the proposed route of the new 

overhead line will be diverted, protected or undergrounded prior to the construction 

works. 

2.13.3 A schedule of scaffold crossings for the new line is identified in Table 2.6. 

 Table 2.6 – Proposed OHL schedule of highway crossings 

Item Span Crossing Proposed Protection 

1 7-8 C2057 Traffic Management 

2 10-11 U2218 Traffic Management 

3 16-17 A484 Netted Scaffold 
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Item Span Crossing Proposed Protection 

4 17-18 U2220 Traffic Management 

5 27-28 C2074 Traffic Management 

6 37-38 U2207 Traffic Management 

7 41-42 B4309 Light Scaffold/Traffic Management 

8 45-46 B4306 Light Scaffold/Traffic Management 

9 69-70 U2203 Traffic Management 

10 70-71 A48 Netted Scaffold 

11 73-74 C2071 Light Scaffold/Traffic Management 

12 78-79 C2070 Traffic Management 

13 94-95 C2048 Traffic Management 

14 100-101 U2097 Traffic Management 

15 110-111 U2098 Traffic Management 

16 117-118 U5550 Traffic Management 

17 125-126 U5551 Traffic Management 

18 128-129 U5552 Traffic Management 

19 130-131 B4301 Light Scaffold/Traffic Management 

20 144-145 C1317 Traffic Management 

21 159-160 A485 Netted Scaffold 

 

2.13.4 Netted crossings of major roads would require two visits for the delivery of materials 

followed by a scaffolding crew working for up to three days per crossing for scaffold 

erection.  Traffic management may be required for the delivery and collection of 

scaffold materials to and from site and may also be required during scaffold erection 

if adequate verge space is not available.  Road closures or rolling road blocks will 

be required while the net supporting bonds are pulled across the road between the 

erected scaffold structures. 
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2.13.5 For crossings of single carriageway roads the main contractor will determine 

whether the use of netted scaffolding is necessary in consultation with WPD and the 

highways authority.  However, at this stage subsequent to initial consultation with 

CCC it is considered this would not be required.  The low traffic flows on these 

roads the stringing could be accommodated by just traffic management 

(Signals/Stop go boards and banksmen). 

2.14 Temporary traffic signage  

2.14.1 Temporary signage will be erected along construction traffic routes on the LRN to 

provide routing information.  These will be located to ensure that staff and 

construction vehicles are able to route directly to each access from the SRN. 

2.14.2 Temporary signage will also be installed at each access location to provide warning 

to other road users if the likely presence of construction vehicles.  Signage will be in 

accordance with Chapter 8 of the Traffic Signs Regulations and General Directives 

(TSRGD) in agreement with CCC. 

2.14.3 In the event that that any diversions or temporary road closures to necessitates 

works are required, temporary signage will be installed in accordance with 

Chapter 8 (TSRGD) and in agreement with CCC. 

2.15 Working hours 

2.15.1 Core working hours will be a 10 hour working day for five days a week with 

assumed no weekend working.  This will include but not be limited to deliveries, 

movement to place of work, unloading, maintenance and general preparation works. 

2.15.2 Except in cases of emergency, any work required to be undertaken outside of core 

working hours (not including repairs or maintenance) will be agreed with CCC prior 

to undertaking the works. 

2.15.3 Any proposed changes to the core working hours will requirement agreement from 

CCC.  
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2.16 Timing of movements  

2.16.1 In the interests of road safety and reducing possible nuisance, HGV construction 

traffic will be subject to a timing restriction whereby vehicles will not be able to gain 

access into the site, or depart from the site at certain times of the day. 

2.16.2 It is also important that construction vehicles associated with the scheme avoid 

travelling to/from site during peak hours, typically 08:00-09:00 and 17:00-18:00. 

2.16.3 A booking system will be signed up to, to ensure that HGV delivery vehicles to sites 

will be spread across the working day where possible.  This will help to minimise the 

impact of HGV traffic during the network peak periods.  

2.17 Banksman 

2.17.1 Personnel will be in place at all accesses to guide construction traffic and record 

arrivals and departure of vehicles against the deliveries schedule, if required.  

2.18 Sustainable travel plans 

2.18.1 Contractors will be encouraged to minimise the impact of travel by considering 

alternative modes of transport to the site compound.  Due to the rural location of 

some of the OHL pole sites, sustainable travel will be best achieved through the 

promotion of car sharing. 

2.18.2 Due to the nature of the work the fact that the teams required to undertake this work 

are specialists that are unlikely to be located locally management of staff could be 

considered to be more achievable.  In summary these specialised teams will come 

to work the project for several weeks at a time and be accommodated in local B&Bs 

or hotels.  They will generally make work related journeys in one vehicle as part of 

the team they are working in.  This may take the form of 3 team members leaving 

accommodation in the morning, travelling to the compound for work orders and 

materials/tools pick up and then leaving for the day to undertake work across the 
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Proposed Development.  At the end of the day a return journey to the compound is 

undertaken and then all staff leave in one vehicle once again.  

2.18.3 At this stage, the accommodation locations cannot be known, but contractors 

should be able to excerpt a degree of control over the impact of staff trips to site 

when works teams are in place and in accommodation. 

2.19 Wheel/street cleaning  

2.19.1 In the interests of public safety, a suitably appropriate wheel cleaning facility will be 

installed and operated at the main and underground compounds to minimise mud 

and debris carry over onto the LRN. Precise details will be agreed with the 

contractor and may include for the manual cleaning of wheels. 

2.19.2 Street cleaning will be employed in accordance with CCC standards where any 

significant mud and debris is deposited onto the LRN at access points to the OHL.  

This will primarily relate to the works accesses.  

2.20 Highway condition surveys  

2.20.1 The DCO, based on Section 59 of the Highways Act 1980, allows the highway 

authorities to recover certain expenses incurred in maintaining the highway as a 

result of extraordinary traffic movements (the Proposed Development).  In order to 

establish if there is any damage caused as a result of construction traffic 

movements, a GPS video capture technology will be undertaken to form a highway 

condition survey which will be undertaken to the satisfaction of CCC at identified 

locations.  This survey will be identify locations where damage is more likely to 

occur due to the nature of the road and anticipated traffic flows. 

2.20.2 The survey will be used to establish if any damage to the highway has occurred 

during the construction phase.  A second survey will be undertake post construction 

to establish if any damage to the highway has occurred as a result of construction 

activity. 
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3 Construction traffic routeing strategy 

3.1 Introduction 

3.1.1 The Proposed Development is split into three sections which are: 

 OHL South Section (Section A); 

 underground Cable Section (Section B); and  

 the OHL north section (Section C). 

3.1.2 Each of these individual sections requires access directly onto the public highway 

network to allow construction to take place.  AFW have worked in combination with 

the WPD and the local highway authority (CCC) to identify appropriate and safe 

construction access for the development. 

3.1.3 In providing these accesses it needs to be considered whether a safe route for 

vehicles can be developed for each of the identified access location.  AFW have 

worked closely with CCC and WG to develop a series of routes to each identified 

access that, within the limitations of the local highway network, minimise the 

impacts of the development construction activities upon local residents and 

businesses. 

3.1.4 Section 1.3.2 has set out the baseline conditions of the proposed accesses, and 

these are set out in figures 1.4 to 1.6. 

3.1.5 The routes that traffic, particularly HGV’s, take to access any particular location can 

be very sensitive.  This is of particular importance in rural access locations.  AFW in 

discussion with both the WG and CCC have developed a routeing strategy for 

vehicles accessing the development which minimises the impact upon the local 

road network and particularly population centres whilst utilising the highest standard 

of road available to access the development. 

3.1.6 The routeing of construction traffic has been informed by a desktop and an on-site 
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assessment of the issues which affect the suitability and safety of the access route 

which have been described previously. 

3.2 Access to the Carmarthenshire area 

3.2.1 In strategic terms, access to the Carmarthenshire area is most likely via the SRN. 

There are three key strategic links into Carmarthen which will be used for all plant 

and material required from outside the local area.  The majority of plant and material 

deliveries are likely to be to the main two compounds.  These are the main 

construction compound, which is located at the County Showground, Carmarthen 

and the underground cable compound which is located just off the A485 just north 

of the A40.  Both of these are in close proximity of the Strategic Road Network.  

From these points, the plant and materials will be split into smaller vehicles more 

suited to their final destination or route.  These three key strategic routes are: 

 the M4 / A48 east corridor, which serves the majority of the rest of the UK; 

 the A40 west corridor which serves Haverford West, Pembroke Dock and 

other local western destinations; and 

 the A40 northwest, which server’s areas around central and north Wales. 

3.2.2 All of these routes are of a high standard and capable of supporting the type and 

volume of traffic needed to support the development.  No restriction is therefore 

proposed upon their usage. 

3.3 Key strategic and local road links within the Carmarthenshire area 

3.3.1 There are two strategic roads (part of the Welsh trunk road network) which route 

thought the vicinity of the Proposed Development; these are the A40 and the A48.  

Where possible the construction traffic will route on these roads which have a 

greater capacity to minimise the effect on the local road network.  It is considered 

that all traffic associated with the development will either be local in nature for 

instance would be based in and around Carmarthen itself, or will use one or other of 

these strategic roads to access the development. 
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3.3.2 There are also two A roads which are part of the local road network and offer a high 

quality route to distribute construction traffic.  These are the A484 and the A485. 

3.3.3 The remaining roads which have been selected to route construction traffic are B, C 

and U roads.  The routeing strategy implemented aims to minimise the effect on 

these roads by selecting the shortest routes from the access onto the strategic road 

network or onto the A484 and A485 which form part of the local road network but 

offer more capacity and will be less sensitive to changes in levels of traffic. 

3.4 Route from main contractors compound 

3.4.1 Table 3.1 sets out the route which will be taken by light vehicles and heavy goods 

vehicles from the SRN to each of the access points.  These routes are also shown 

in Figures 1.4 to 1.6.  The vehicles may arrive from one of the compounds or from 

the SRN.  As the longest journey will generally be the SRN (the A48) this has been 

used as the start point for the review in table 3.1 below.  Pedestrian only accesses 

have not been considered. 

Table 3.1 – Traffic routes to access points from the SRN 

Section Access(es) Route 

A 1 - 6 SRN, A484, C2057 

A 7 SRN, A484, C2057,U2218 

A 8 - 9, 17 SRN, A484 

A 10 - 11 SRN, A484, U2220 

A 12 - 16 SRN, A484, C2074 

A  18 - 19 SRN, A484, B4309, C2074 

A 20 - 21 SRN, A484, B4309, C2074, U2207 

A 22 SRN, A484, B4309 

A 23 - 27 SRN, A484, B4309, B4306 

A 28 - 33 SRN, U2201 
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Section Access(es) Route 

A 34 - 35 SRN, U2201, U2203 

A 36  - 38  SRN, A40, B4300, C2071, U2169 

A 39  SRN, A40, B4300, C2071 

A 40 - 42 SRN, A40, B4300, C2071 ,C2070 

A 43 - 46 SRN, A40, B4300, C2071 ,C2070, W5588 

B 47 SRN, A40, B4300, Byway open to all traffic 

B 48 - 49 SRN, A40, C2030 

B 50 SRN, A40, A485 

B 51 SRN, A40, A485, U2095 

C 52 -54 SRN, A40, A485, U2095 

C 55 - 56 SRN, A40, A485, U2098 

C 57 – 60  SRN, A40, A485, U2097 

C 61 - 62 SRN, A40, A485, U2098 

C 63 – 65  SRN, A40, A485 

C 66 – 67  SRN, A40, A485, U5550 

C 68  SRN, A40, A485, B4310, U5550 

C 69 SRN, A40, A485, B4310, U5551 

C 70 – 71, 74, 77 SRN, A40, A485, B4310 

C 72 - 76 SRN, A40, A485, B4310, U5552 

C 78 – 79, 81 – 82  SRN, A40, A485 

C 80  SRN, A40, A485, C1317 

C 83 SRN, A40, A485, U5500 

C 84 - 87 SRN, A40, A485 

C 88  SRN, A40, A485 U5502 

C 89  SRN, A40, A485 U5501 
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Section Access(es) Route 

C 90 SRN, A40, A485 C1317 

C 92 SRN, Carmarthenshire Showground Access Road 
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4 Temporary road closures 

4.1 Introduction 

4.1.1 There are two types of road closures anticipated for Proposed Development.  For a 

majority of the locations a short-term closure will be required were a wire needs to 

be pulled across the road.  This will require scaffolding and very short road closure 

managed by signals or a banksman.  No diversions will be required as traffic will be 

managed on site via ‘stop go’ boards or similar in discussion on a site by site basis 

with the local highway authority. 

4.1.2 There are two locations where further consideration on the need to manage impacts 

on the local highway network is required.  These two locations are: 

 the A48 west of Carmarthen near Nantycaws; and 

 U2095 north-west of Glan-Gwili. 

4.1.3 Alternatives are required in these locations because the A48 is a strategic trunk 

road.  When conductor pulling is to take place the SWTRA has requested an 

overnight closure.  At the U2095 undergrounding of the connection will require 

trenching across the highway.  The U2095 is a narrow, single track road and as 

such a closure will be necessary.  

4.2 Temporary closure and diversion of the A48 

4.2.1 In consultation with CCC, WG and SWTRA it is deemed necessary to have a 

temporary overnight closure of the A48 to allow the route to be strung 

(wires pulled between poles).  An appropriate overnight diversion has been 

identified and agreed with SWRTA, WG and CCC.  This overnight closure is 

required at the A48 west of Carmarthen near Nantycaws. 

4.2.2 With the road closed a diversion will be required for one night of work.  The 

appropriate diversion is to follow the former trunk road (now designated as the 
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C2071) west through Tre-gynwr to the roundabout junction with the A40.  From here 

the diversion can be completed to the A40/A48 junction at Pen-Sarn. 

4.2.3 The length of the diversion is approximately 5.76 kilometres while the existing route 

of the A48 is 5.53 kilometres.  The proposed diversion is therefore of similar length 

to the route on the closed A48.  As such and considering the nature of the closure 

and traffic that may be affected (low volume overnight traffic) the proposed diversion 

is considered appropriate. 

4.2.4 Appropriate traffic signage informing road users in advance of the closure would be 

implemented.  Advanced signs from the proposed closure would also be installed 

on the day of the closure to inform people of the upcoming diversion.  Signage will 

be in accordance with Chapter 8 of the Traffic Signs Regulations and 

General Directives (TSRGD) in agreement with CCC and the SWTRA. 

4.2.5 Figure 4.1 provides the proposed location of the road closure and diversion route.  

4.3 Temporary closure and diversion of the U2095 

4.3.1 In order to construct the underground cable section it is necessary to excavate a 

trench across the U2095.  The U2095 runs between the A485 and U2094 northwest 

of Glan-Gwili.  At the location of the crossing point the U2095 is a single 

carriageway road (approximately 3m wide) and as such it is not possible to 

construct the trench and maintain the width required for a traffic lane.  The trench is 

proposed across the carriageway for potentially one week while the cable ducts are 

laid and there is therefore no option but to temporarily close the road and provide an 

appropriate diversion for the duration of the work.  The excavation can be closed 

following placement of the cable ducts with the cable passed through the ducts, 

remotely, at a later date. 

4.3.2 The local highways network does provide options for diversions in the area.  The 

primary diversion would be to use the U2094 which runs south through the village of 

Glan-Gwili to the A485.  The U2095 is already a lightly trafficked road and the 

U2095 is already the predominant route for traffic attempting to access 
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Rhydfwyalchen to the north.  The U2095 also does not provide direct access to any 

farms or properties.  The road closure would start in the east at the junction A485 

and in the west at the junction with the U2094.  Access to the fields and woodland 

by landowners will be allowed up to the excavation.  

4.3.3 Using the U2094 would result in an approximately 1.67km diversion compared to 

the existing route which is 504m in length.  The diversion however allows for traffic 

routeing back to north on the A485.  If this was the case, it is likely that drivers 

aware of the diversion may use another route including the numerous local 

single-track roads to the north.  It is however only proposed to provide the route 

using the U2094 as a signed diversion route. 

4.3.4 Appropriate traffic signage informing road users in advance of the closure would be 

implemented.  Advanced signs from the proposed closure would also be installed 

on the day of the closure to inform people of the up coming diversion.  Signage will 

be in accordance with Chapter 8 of the Traffic Signs Regulations and 

General Directives (TSRGD) in agreement with CCC and the SWTRA. 

4.3.5 Figure 4.2 sets out the proposed road closure and diversion route. 

4.4 Controlled OHL crossing points 

4.4.1 At all the remaining locations where it is necessary to string the connection over a 

public highway management will be undertaken using either a banksman or 

temporary signals.  Conductor pulling may take place in the day or overnight, 

depending upon the anticipated traffic flow, and in discussion with CCC.  Night-time 

working is most likely over the A485 and A484. 
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5 Public Rights of Way management  

5.1.1 A PRoW Management Strategy has been produced to support the DCO 

submission.  This strategy sets out in detail the impacts on local PRoWS and how 

these will be managed. 

5.1.2 In summary there is only one location where a temporary PRoW diversion and 

associated closure is required.  This is where an existing PROW is crossed by the 

underground cable route. 

5.1.3 In all other locations the PRoW will be managed using signage and if appropriate 

banksmen. 

5.1.4 For further details on the PRoW management strategy, please refer the appendix 1 

of this CTMP. 
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6 Other traffic management issues 

6.1 Abnormal indivisible loads  

6.1.1 No abnormal indivisible loads (AIL’s) have been identified as required in connection 

with the construction of the Proposed Development.  All cable can be delivered on 

normal HGV delivery vehicles or towed on drum jacks between sites. The largest 

vehicle anticipated is a crane, but it is assumed this would fall below the AIL 

thresholds as defined in Road Vehicles (Authorisation of Special Types) (general) 

Order 2003.  

6.2 Access route to Access 89  

6.2.1 During consultation with CCC the access road (U5501), from the A485 though 

Pantygof to the end of the local highway network, was raised as a potential location 

where traffic flows may require the provision of a passing place. 

6.2.2 It was agreed that passing places would also be difficult to implement as east of 

Pantygof the local topography is challenging.  To the south of the road for a 

significant section, there is a very steep gradient and the road edge drops away.  

On the north side of the road for a significant section, fields rise steeply upwards.  

There are no flat areas within the highway boundary, which is considered to run to 

the edge of the carriageway only. 

6.2.3 It was agreed with CCC that this could be managed appropriately through dialogue 

between WPD the two property owners that use this road as a means of access 

(Pantygof and Lan-clyn-Adda).  It will therefore be necessary to inform the property 

owners about the detailed proposals for construction traffic using the road on a 

regular basis so that access to the A485 can be managed. 

6.2.4 WPD proposes to undertake consultation with the property owners/occupiers once 

the principal contractor has prepared a detailed works program. 
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6.3 Access to Route 88  

6.3.1 During consultation with CCC the width of the access road (U5502) from the A485 

to Llwynwalter was raised as a potential concern.  

6.3.2 Access 88 is not proposed to be used as a construction traffic route for larger 

vehicles such as HGVs or HIABs.  The access is retained within the works plans as 

a backup option should access to the line from access 89 be unviable.  

6.4 HGVs to site accesses – turning around  

6.4.1 In consultation with CCC the ability of HGVs to turn off the local road network and 

into the existing field accesses was raised due to the width of certain roads. 

6.4.2 The Order Limits which form part of the DCO therefore include for a 5m access 

corridor.  This provides WPD with the ability to widen any access to 5m to enable all 

the anticipated maximum size HGV’s to access all construction sites.  Further 

details on how this is achieved in individual locations is set out in the TA. 

6.4.3 CCC also requires that all HGV re-entering the local highways network from a 

construction access does so in a forward gear thus, avoiding HGV’s reversing out 

onto a carriageway. 

6.4.4 As such the Order Limits have included a wide enough easement to allow any 

HGV/LV to enter the sites in forward gear, then turn and leave the sites in a forward 

gear.  This will be an essential part of the information pack provided to contractors 

and rigorously enforced on site. 

6.5 Rural roads and HGVs 

6.5.1 CCC requires that the CTMP explains how larger HGVs, which for example may be 

delivering plant to site, would physically traverse some of the smaller rural roads 

that lead to the site accesses. 

6.5.2 None of the roads proposed for use have any HGV restrictions in place and as such 

it is considered that all the roads are capable of accommodating a standard HGV 
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load. 

6.6 Roadworks on the A485 near Glangwili Bridge 

6.6.1 As part of the construction of the underground cable, a trench will be excavated 

across the A485.  This will be undertaken on a 50/50 basis, hence at all times one 

lane of traffic will be kept open.  Temporary traffic signals will therefore be required 

as a means of traffic control. 

6.6.2  When works on one side of the road are complete then the civil works can be 

undertaken on the other.  Once the cable ducts are laid and connected the highway 

can be re-surfaced.  The road can remain open the cables are pulled through the 

ducts. 

6.7 Cumulative assessment (Brechfa Forest West Wind Farm AIL’s) 

6.7.1 A cumulative assessment has been undertaken in order to identify other works that 

are being undertaken within the area that may have a similar construction timescale 

to the Proposed Development.  The only scheme that has been identified that will 

have a significant interaction with this project is the construction of Brechfa Forest 

West Wind Farm.  This wind farm will be using predominately the A48 and A485 

corridor for access and delivery. 

6.7.2 Investigations have established that the peak construction activities for the two sites 

are not likely to coincide hence the traffic impacts of both developments are 

anticipated to be limited.  The HGV movements associated with the wind farm will 

use the main A485 and the one overlap is the potential for AIL deliveries to the wind 

farm site to coincide with the need to complete the underground section of the 

Proposed Development. 

6.7.3 The underground section requires both a crossing of the A485 just north of 

Carmarthen and excavation along part of its length.  This construction may well 

require some traffic management on the A485, potentially either narrowing to a 

single lane under signal control or narrowing and maintaining two lanes.  Either of 
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these options would restrict the available width potentially hindering the movement 

of AIL’s. 

6.7.4 The potential for conflict can be managed.  The width of the section of the A485 

through the corridor is such that it should be possible to construct the underground 

cable and still allow for the AIL’s to use the section of road.  Following appointment 

of the chosen contractor for the Proposed Development an appropriate swept path 

assessment of the AIL over this section can be undertaken to indicate the maximum 

extent of the traffic management needed to allow the AIL’s to safely pass. 

Community liaison  

6.7.5 County Hall and the Carmarthen Tourist Information Centre will have information 

boards installed which will include information about the scheme and the 

construction process including timings and maps (a large map will be displayed on 

the information boards).   This will include information about road and PRoW 

closures as well. 

6.7.6 WPD will maintain a close working relationship with CCC, WG and the SWTRA 

during construction and any project specific issues that are relevant to having an 

impact on highways or PROW not envisaged at this stage of the project can be 

discussed in detail.  A contact will be established with the local police service so 

that any emergence issues relative to the highways can be addressed should they 

arise. 
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7 Conclusion 

7.0.1 Table 7.1 summaries the measures which have been addressed and acknowledged 

as part of the CTMP and provides information further actions required. 

Table 7.1 – Measures Addressed/Acknowledged as part of the CTMP and Further 

Actions Required  

Measure  General 
Construction 

Traffic  

Further Actions  

Delivery Routes   Contractor informed of approved 
HGV access routes in contract 
documentation.  

Site Access/Management of 
Junctions  

 As Per CTMP and TA 

AIL Test Run  Not Required None - No AILs Identified  

Vehicle Escorts  Not Required No AILs Identified. However this is 
to be discussed with hauliers and 
relevant parties, as load costs may 
require a security escort  

Route Enforcement   Standard contractor enforcement 
measures to be adopted 

Highways Accommodation 
Works  (Access) 

Not Required Outside of accommodation works at 
accesses no off site works are 
required  

Dilapidation Surveys  As CTMP. To be agreed with CCC 
and contractor and to be focused 
on pin pointed locations  

Coordination/ Emergency 
contact  

 As Per CTMP and TA  

Route and Access Signage   As Per CTMP and TA  

Vehicle Livery/ Identification   As Per CTMP and TA  
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Measure  General 
Construction 

Traffic  

Further Actions  

Wheel Cleaning/ Street 
Cleaning  

 As Per CTMP and TA  

Scaffolding   As Per CTMP and TA  

Road Closures   As CTMP. Diversion to be agreed 
with SWTRA and CCC 

Overhead Lines and Vegetation   As Per CTMP and TA  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




